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AMUoEMENTS this evemnj.

HOWKRY THBATRB, Bowery. -SiABRJS TwiRS-Li»b
Ami l'lMBS Or ItlORARD III.

NEW TORE THEATRE, oopoilte New Tort Hottl.-
Tub Picewick Papiks.

OLYMPIC THEATRE. Broadway. -fABOHOH, til
Cutout.

NIBLO'S GARDEN. BroAdwar..The WbITR Faw«.

WALLACE'S THEATRE, Broadway tad lJlti itreot .
Oviu.
BROADWAY THEATRE. Broadway. Littlr Nan. and

run Maki'UIONSSS.

KRENcn THEATRE.La Dbboisbu' db Xihtcbrk.
VaLRRU.

BANVAllD'B OPERA HOUSE AND MUSEUM, Broad¬
way and Thirtieth »tree i..Nobody's Daughter.

NKW YORK CIRCUS. Fourteenth street. Qtmm astics.
F.«uaiiRi»-u»*, AO.

THEATRE COMIQUE, Sit Broadway -IUni.o.s Coast.
M AVION laOUPB.

STKINWAY HALL.-OKAKD CoRCBRT.

KEM.Y A LEON'S MINSTRELS, 7J0 Broadway. -Soaas,
1>AM'I4. EiVKKTHIUTISS, BURLESQUES, AC.

SAN FKANCIflCO MINSTRELS. 585 Broadwnr.ETmo.
PI AN KNTBRTAINMENTe, SlNUINO, DaNCINU AND bu*L«3H"lt>.

TONY PASTOR'S OPERA HOUSE, 201 Boworv.-Como
YoCALISK, NECRO MiMTRHLST. Ac.

BUTLER'S AMERICAN THEATRE. 472 Broadway. -Ballet, Fakck, Pamtomihe, Ac.

RUNYAN HALL, Broadway and Fifteenth street..Thb
1'iicrib Matinee at 2.

MRS. K. B. CONWAY'S PARK THEATRE, Brooklyu.-Dma.
HHOOKLTN ACADEMY OP MUSIC.-Ii. Troi-atorm.

BROOKLYN OPEBA HOUSB.-Fanchon.

Iiooi.F.YS OPERA HOUSE. Brooklyn. -Ethiopia*
M|N(ITB>i..1Y, BALLADl AND DuKLEStlUM.
NKW YORK MUSEUM OF ANATOMY, <18 Broadway. -SottNCk and Aar.

New Vork« Tueadny, February 4. 1 SON.

THB NEWS,

EUROPE.
I'tm n«ws report by tb« Atlantic cable is dated yojter

day evening, February 3.
Kugiaud was visited by a severe wind 6torm on tbe

1st instant, which caused a great loss of property and
aome ir.es. Tbe French government ia likely to re¬
strict the rights of tbe preu still wore if forced to
withdraw the new bill from tbe Legislature.
Tbe n-'w treaty ports of Japan have been openei io

foreigners.
i'odboIs, OS1; a OIHi for money In I ond»o. Firfl-

twmtie>, 72', u"2'a in London aud 76 ^ in Frankfort
Cotton quiet, with middling uplands at a Tt pence.

Breadsl ii Hi (filet. Provision slightly lower.
I lie fteamcbips Union and City of London, at tti'S

port, tiring mail details of our cable detpatcbei to the
2: wi or January.

CONGRESS.

Talusir XXXIII

In tlm Senate yesterday the House bill for iho tax*-
tion or shareholders ol national banks «u passed. Mr.
WilaouV bill for a general reduction of the military
force wax Introduced, Tbo K©construction bill was
than taken up and Messrs. Ferry aud Me wart tnado
apeeobes.

lu (tie (louse numerous bills and resolutions far
referoticu were introdjced under tUo Monday call.
among litem bills Tor the removal of tbe national c*i>t-
tal to SI Louis, Mo., aud to establish a Deparimeol of
justice. Tbe Kentucky election case* ware then con¬

sidered, aud postponed until tbe 11th innt. I'nder a

suspension of the ruies sir. ttomnpon, of finw tore,
oiiored a resolution requesting the President to demand
Uie immediate release of certain Fenian prisoners in
Ireland, and if the demands are not complied with to
seize Rrit.sb subjects in this country and withdraw ail
Intercourse with Great Britain. Alter some deb.ua the
House refused to second tlie previous question and tho
reooiiil'ou was r -ferrod.

THE LIOISLAfUSE.
In the Menace yesterday several petitions wore re¬

ceived and bills introduoed. Nono, liovruver, of a:i

mtereetitig or important character.
In tne A-sembly b.lls were iniroduc«d for the better

security of life and property on railroads ; lo pr jvlde
for tbe return of regimental flags to Stale and couuly
oMctafr, and to punish odlcial corruption. A reaoiuttoa
wai ol4ied calling on the Stale Eugmeer for the annua,

report of tho Hudson River Railroad Company for 1H07.

THE CITY.
Two more infants receully died at the lvlng- n asvium

of Midanie l'ar-alle, No. 1 47 West S»veut>!«nth street,
and a jury of medical meu havo rendered a vert ct i f
improper nourishment.

I u the Chicago and Rock Island Railroad an t the ta .-

tun in/ of ( liarles R. Marvme. a stockholder, was heard
al tho la.it silting of the reloree. It contains a partial
lr story o( the 49,000 new scares of stock, and will .>»

fein-t elsewhere in our columns in full ibis morala 2.
Tho ea»e of John Devlin, which lias !>een l>efon

Benedict's court In Brooklyn for horn's time,
involviui: an alleged fraud on the revenue, was given to
Mm Jury yesterday, and a verdict of guilty was run

de'ed.
'I tie rase of ths t'nitcd Stales.! gainst a large quantity

of i hampaine »e i 'U at the Custom Hotise lor alle.sJ
undervaluation will bo opened this uiurning in m*
l)uite«l .ita es I) "Uriel Court, belore Jod&o Biatcnf >rJ.
Tins Ik a kin case to that of tlie great champagne case
tried last summer, which occupied the court a lort&iglit
la its hearing, and resulted m dinagreo-uent of tbe jury
The taror lie steamship Thames, Capuin IVaning'.on,

belonging to tbe Black Star Independent line, will l<>av>
pier 13 North river al three I*. M. lo-day (tue*day) tjr
iavanaah, <Ja.
The stock market was on the who!* firm, but rregyiar,

yav.erdpy. Government securities were strong. Uold
was atrong. and closed at 140^ a 140\.
About 1,740 bead comprised the offerings of beef cau

tie at the National drove yards yeslerdav. A good de¬
nt <ud prevailed and prices were generally higher,
tras kelliug at 17*$c. a ISc. per lb., prime 17H«. a

1* ',o., (Irat quality 10S»c a 10*{c., fair to good li^e.
a I So and inferior aud ordinary 10c. a 1ft,'*. Milch
cows were alow of sale and prices were heavy, ringing
from |40 to $120.the latter tor extra. Veal catvos
w«r* steady and firm at 13c for eilra, 12c. a 12', c. for
pr me, lOljc. a HKc. tor ordinary and con-
ui »n and 9c a 9%c for inferior. fllmep and
Jamiia were >»c. a ,V P*r lb- higher and in fair da¬
man I ; about a, *00 head were on sale at Uadsoa City
and fortieth street, selling at 7\c. a 8c. for ex.ra 7c. a

7'ac. for prime and Sc. afl'«c. for inferior to common.
8w no were >jc. per lh. higher, the advance being
cau <ad by the light arrivals. Al Fortieth street there
were sit ear loads prime sold al 8c. a 8>,c. snd eommon

lo ( mxI were quoted at Tj^o .lc.. I he total receips
fvi ina week were 4,88ft beeves, 100 tnlleh cow* 748
veal rslvei, 20 802 sheep and lambs and 10,V!0 ewns.

MISCELLANEOUS.
In tho (.uusiiiuU nal Convent ou yesierdsy sectoos

.see. two and three of tbe article on State prisons ware

adopted Two Seneca Indians aldreaseil the isimbtrt
after the adjournment an tbo rights of eitiaensbip as

pertaining to their tribe.
President Johnson yesterday »eat lo tbo Senate tbe

aooiinatioa of lolonel Wise well as Commiesioaei of
int»raaJ Revenue in place of Mr. Rolitoa.

It was ramored among oairreteloaal circles n Wasb-
t isgi >a yesterday thai Minister Aaams had refigawl.

(.eoerai Mead* haa Issue* aa order permitting State
pairoasge lo be eitended to newspapers in his district
without regsrd to pellllea.

In ths Virginia Convention yesterday aa ordinance
re«i>ecting the office of Governor, which makes 'bo
tor* foir years aa<l requires that Incumbents shall
have boon resldenu of tho tailed Mates for twenty
yeara, was adopted.
Tho toe* af the South Carolina Coovestmo Hon-

¦Hand »fry conservative, but a bluer dlacusrlea ensued
yesterday aa an ordnance lavalidatlag ooatraota based
aa slave later.
The l4fWaaa Coaveatioa sipeota |e «4te»ra tint *"

oa -^atttr^o

A proportion fil introduced ud 14 under discussion
to the Mississippi Convention thai after a seseioa of lorty-
Ave days tb# par diem should oaaaa.

A radical politician of Atlanta, Oa., shot and danger¬
ously woundad an extreme radical member or the Re¬
construction Convention In that city on Sunday evening.

A military commiaalon la investigating charges against
tli» Mayor of Savannah.
In Memphis on Saturday night an abandoned woman

waa aubuad in a bagnio, and a man waa ahot while
trying to prevent a quarrel. On Monday a policeman waa
ahot wbilo attempting to arreat a burglar, and a freed-
man wai killed In an alleyway by another freedman.

A party of soldiers, under oemmaad of an officer, wore
aont to the Criminal Ceart room In Memphis yesterday,
at th| request of the preaiding Judge. Home diaaalis-
tien waa expressed among the attorneys, and they were
withdrawn.
The revision of the rsgistratiou lists in Texas has

.losed.

Presidential fHovcmrate.-Troubles Amung
the Palitloiana.

From the plot* and counterplots, the con¬
flicting aspirants, cliques aad factions, the
wranglings and squabbles among the busy poli¬
ticians on both sides, it Is difficult to conjec¬
ture who will make up the ticket or what will
make up the platform, beyond the negro ques¬
tion, of either the republican or the opposition
party.
On the republican* side, although New

Hampshire and Connecticut and several
Western States have pronounced for General
Grant, and although among the masses
of the party throughout the North we
hear of bo movements for Mr. Chase,
the conflict is by no means settled in favor ot
Grant. On the contrary, it appears that the
sappers and miners of Chase intend returning
in New Hampshire the compliment paid them
by^the Grant engineers in New York last
November. Senator Sprague, the Rhode Inland
tnillioonuire and son-in-law of the Chief Justice,
refuses, it is said, a single dollar to the repub¬
lican cause in New Hampshire on the Grant
platform, and General Ben Butler, it is givon
out, intends scattering broadcast over the
Graniie State a terrible pamphlet ou Bourbon,
in return for that cruel bottling up of said
Butler at Bermuda Hundred. In tru.h, upon
this matter of Bourbou or army whiskey the
ultra radicals and the copperheads seem to
have joined in a sort of Holy Alliance against
Grant. When men stoop to such weapons of
warfare wo may bo sur* at lent they will
leave no stone unturned to reach th*>ir adver¬
sary The probabilities, therefore, looking at
(lie interests of Mr. Chase in New Hampshire,
are in favor of the democracy in the coming
election.

Wlietner a republican defeat iu New llani}>-
snire, through thj dote.: lion of the devotees of
Mr. Chase, wi.l help hiiu or hurt him at Chicago
remains to be seen. It will sufti 0 lor the

present that if the always closcly divided
States of New Hampshire .and Connecticut are

carried this spring under the dag of Grant, Mr.
Chaso will be reduced to an unconditional sur¬

render. In New York the radicals, it would
appear, are prepared lor the compromise of
Grant anJ Feuton ; but the amiable letter of
Kenton recommending the game honors iu the

, r-sutoti'ry to the robel -.is to tho Union soldiers
killed at Autietam, has awakened the wrath
of the Pennsylvania republicans, who have
in Governor G-ary, they think, or ex-Governor
Curtin, or Senator Cameron, or Secretary
.Stanton, a much better man for Vice President
than Fenton. Moreover, tbo New York Grant
republicans, par excellence, are dead set against
Feuton, and turough a sort of Mozart delega¬
tion at the Syracuse Convention, the Jay aftvr
to-morrow, thev evidently mean to twaiup our

aspiring Governor, if ihey oan. The Conven-
uioj, however, it is supposed, will pronounce
in favor of Grant and Fe tlon. Ii -.o, Mr.Chase
may possibly surrender without further delay
iu deference to tho voice of Now York ; but
otherw.se the confusion iu tin party camp will
be only worse confounded from New Hamp¬
shire to Nebraska.

So much for the clashing cliques and factions
of tho r publican c imp in reference to their
Presidential tii'krtt The democracy are even
more divided on the question of a candidate,
from New York westward, while iu the
New England States they s<v.u to bo
ready tor anything that may turn up
as their national Ucket. In New York we
have a Seymour clique, a Hoffman clique and
tho dormant remains of a McClollan clique ;
but we have seen no outcroppiugs *.« y.it of a

gennino Peudleton c|: pte. i'rom he federal
oflices hero wc hav<j tho nucleus of a Johnson
party ; but Tammany and her pointed Indians
keep aloof from Johnson while moving heaven
and earth tor his oil: c m. H i is manifestly
the proper man for deruocra's and connerva-
tives of all descriptions, and next to him, as
the emhodiment of the principles of '.he late
w^r torthj Union and tho constitution. HLnnds
General client) 111; but tiie copperheads recoil
from Sherman, as the Tammany sachems
Si rink from Johnson. They have no longer

I the sagacious John Vsn Huron to guide them,
J and so they are all adrift.

Out West there lias beon a clamorous
democratic iiprir>irj^ ami hullabaloo for Pon-
dl- ton, from West Viiginia to Wisconain; but
a lute even: in Ohio ilir.-nt'-ns to take the oko
from Pendleton Wj refer to tbo receut
Congressional flection in fho hi^hth .listrict,
and to Vallandigi am's exglnnntion of that
suggestive democratic deleft Ho sa/H It is
duo to tbo democratic policy of trimming to
catch republican voten, by ignoring old
lasliioned, s'raight out democratic principles
and democrat*, and that tinder this policy
OIko, next fill, will ko republican by from
twelve to twenty thousand majority. Vallan-
diijhnm, in a word, has benn a badly used man

in O no, by his own party, and he evidently
m t ins to smusli tho machine." The man,
too, who dictated the Chicago platform ol
I8G1 will be very apt to hnvo a 8ng«r in tbo
pie in 180H. Whnt mischief a disappointed
party louder with t iailhftil band of followers
at bit back may do ban b°en illustrated In a

thousand canes, from Calhoun down to Fill-
moro among th larger fish, and trom Collector
Unntoi down to Fernando Wood among the
smaller trr And how far individual claims
and pretensions have gone to settle and
unsettle a Imicistmion* and parties may be
seen in ill tbo tips and down* of Araorican
politics.
These ar* the troubles which now so seriously

disturb both tbo republican and democratic
parties, and if the necessity of a compromise
on both lidos were leas urgent we might look
for a general break-up into a Presidential
scrub race. As II is, if the demoorats in this
battle choose to cast aside the balanoe of
power held by Andrew Jobnaea, they will be.
m signally defeated M in ltM.

Tb« Telegraph.Free Trade or Monopoly.
The first electric telegraph operated in the

United States was opened between Baltimore
and Washington in 1844.twelve yoare aftor
Professor Morse had perilled and practically
applied the eloctroviiagnetio agency.and
since that time thu wires that now play 80

prominent a part hi the progress of the world
have bean extending over the whole country,
stretching along thousands and tens of thou-

t
sands of milos, until at the present moment
there is scarcely a village or hamlet from the
Penobscot to the Golden Gate that is without
its little clicking oracle and its operator vorsed
in the mysterious language of electricity, to
convey to the wondering population instanta¬
neous Information of the exciting political
events in our own land, or of the troubles,
changes and^onvulsions In the far-off countries
of Europe. The changes which have been
wrought in every pursuit of life, and especially
in the newspaper press, through the agency of
the electric telegraph, are very great, and can
only be properly appreciated by those who
can remember and recall the days when we
were without the aid of this swift messenger
over the length and breadth of the land. Still
the business of telegraphing in the United
States is not yet out of its infancy, and our peo¬
ple havo yet to experience its full benefit when
properly controlled and effectively applied.
The character of our government has

boon one difficulty in the way of a thor¬
ough telographio system. Lines have beon
chartered by States and built piecemeal
and then bought up and consolidated
under a single company at prices largely
abov^ their actual value. A monopoly
has thua been secured only at a heavy expense,
and the necessity of charging correspondingly
high rates for messages has induced the parties
controlling it to continue to buy up all oppo¬
sition lines as fast as they have been started
in order to prevent any competition in tariffs.
The knowledgo that the monopoly must gut rid
of rivals at any cost has incited speculators to
start all manner of "wildcat" lines for the pur¬
pose of soiling thorn out at their own figures ;
and thus the original stockholders in good pay¬
ing companiCH have seen their stock watered
by means of these constant consolidations and
blackmail operations until their onoo valua¬
ble Interest has dwindled away to nothiug.
Nearly the whole telegraphic business if the
country was concentrated some time sinco by
such means as wo have described in the bands
of the Western Union, and business men wore

for a while entirely at the inorcy of that com¬

pany. Thj cost of construction of the Western
Uuion lines bein<» thus about four or fi/e times
as uiuch as they are actually worth, in conse¬

quence ol repeated outlays to get rid of oppo¬
sition and the purchase of many valueless liucs,
tho managers of the monopoly have extorted
from fhe business public a tariff about threo
or four t-mes as high as the legitimate cost of
telegraphing* ought to be. They have also
made repeated efforts to control the daily
press of the country, and the association of
newspapers tor telographio n'tws was originally
designed lor mutual protection against tho

| attempted extortions aud abuses of the tele¬
graph companies.
The public will be glad to l.-aia that there

arc now successful opposition lines in working
order to noarly every point of consequenco
reached by the extravagant Western Union
monopoly, and that there is a good
prospect that telegraphic message* will
soon be si'nt from one end of tbe United
States to the other at greatly reduced raU(9
and with far more roiiability fend doapatch
than at the prosen; time. Two or thiee excel¬
lent opposition lines, including the Frank¬
lin Union and Baukoru' and Brokers', are

working to Washington. Tho Franklin Union
is rapidly extending its communication* oast
and west ; the Atlantic and Pacific company
stretches away t« Cleveland and Chicago,
touching every point of consequence in this
and otlier intervening Stutos; the Pacific and
Atlan'ic roaches Cincinnati and Louisville
fr.un Philn iclphia aad connects with an inde¬
pendent Southern line, forming in conjunction
with the Franklin Union an admirable line
from this city all ov ir the South and South¬
west. There are, therefore, now but fow point*
that cannot be reached by the opposition com-

p mien, and all who use thorn spoak in good
ti-rins of their reliability, accommodation and
despatch. There is no doubt that we shall
soon have consolidated opposition lines all
over the United States, and a corresponding
reduction in prices that will lender telegraph¬
ing no longer an expensive luxury and an

undue nd van Lige at the commtndof capital
only, but a general method of transacting
business such as all men can avail themselves
of. The press will also feel the great advan¬
tage of a healthy competition, and under its
influence will realise the full benefit of a sys¬
tem which is destined to work in the futuro
-Hill greater wonders than it has accomplished
in the past.

The Pamlan In Nartbera Afrirn.
The latent appeal of the United States Con-

iul at Tunis in behalf of the surviving sufferers
by the famine which has swept off two hun-
dred victims in a single day in that city, where
the average number of desths by starvation
has for some time exceeded one hundrod, and
wjich has extended to Morocco and Algiers,
and, indeed, throughout North Alrica. Ih even

mor j afflicting than tbe reports of similar dis¬
tress in Northern Europe that have prompted
a proposal in Congrew to send one ship ot
war or more ladon with provisions for the
relief of those who aro perishing for want of
food. No doubt tho American heart will
generously respond to appeals in behalf of
the starving, both in the icy regions of Northern
Europe and beneath the burning sun of Africa.
Hut. at the same tiino, it should not be for¬

gotten that charity begins at homo; that hun¬
ger is one of tho woes bitterly experienced by
the poor in New York during this Vigorous
scasou, and that in tho South we have an

Africa of our own which demands the hearty
sympathy and effectual aid* of our people. Let
Congrott and tho Executive and the people
hasten to unito upon some rational plan of
reconstruction that shall put a speedy end to

the alarming dietrese within oar Southern and
Southwestern States, and we ean then, with .

clear conscience, undertake to prevent famine
in foreign countries.

A Curious Mixture..Copperheads a#d nig-
gen are uniting In opposition to General
Grant. When such extreme* meet a#d com¬

mingle look out for a verjtnriou Presidential
campaign, as the next no* bite lively jMMiraaot
of fceeewlf /

The Rival Opera House*.

There is a break in the clouds of absolute
dulness that envelop the theatrical and musi¬
cal firmament this season. War is about to be

inaugurated between the two metropolitan
opera houses.Pike's t>ersus the Academy of
Music. On one side we have the imperturbable
Cincinnati manager, fin&cially strengthened
with Bourbon and oilier auxiliaries ; on the
other two hundred and fifty stockholders
armed cap a pie in the recollection ot' past fail¬
ures, silly blunders oud Quixotic adventures.
Before such a contest pale the quarrels of the
Montagues and Capnlets in the operatic line
or Vanderbilt and George Law in the steam¬
boat world. The situation at presont is inter¬

esting. Pike Is intrenched in the middle of a

block, near the Hudson river, in the classic
precincts of Eighth avenue, and from the stage
of his magnificent establishment he hurls
defiance across Madison and Union squares
against the Irving place foe. The two hundred
and fifty stockholders of the Academy, having
long maintained a masterly inactivity in opera,
and finding that their previous course of arro¬

gance and monopoly proved a failure, are reor¬

ganizing tboir forces on a new basis. They
propose to deal with the publio in a more liberal
spirit and fight Pike with his own weapons.
Haunted by the shades of managerial victims
whom they immolated on the altar of their
mutual admiration society, the lords of the
the Academy endeavor to appease the m&nei
of those martyred impresarii by dealing with
their successors in a more charitable and
Christianlike spirit They now try to cage
La Grange, Phillips and Brignoli and draw
them from the stronghold of the enemy. In
tho event of their success in this respect U will
bo necessary for Pike to bestir himself and put
forth all his well known energy and spirit.
Let him bring over Adolina Patti, before she
gels married, and a suitable company, and he
may safely enter the lists against all competi¬
tors. He can dispute the right of his two hun¬
dred and fifty opponents to call their estab¬
lishment an Academy of Music and chargo
them with contemptuously ignoring the very
purpose lor which it was chartered and built
The Academy of Music was originally an in¬

stillation secured by a State charter, carrying
on its face a generous, national and artistic
purpose.namely, the cultivation of music,
tho instruction of Araorican artists in the
beautiful mysteries of the lyric art.ot
course, both us composers and pcrlormers.
and consequently securing to them, whoa
qualified, an American platform for tho displ iy
ot tb 'ir gifts before an American public inter¬
ested in the progress ot art. (t was for this
reucon alone that the Legislature was induced
to grant the charter, and the stockholders
pledged themselves to carry out the educational
purposes of the iustitutiou. Without such an

objoct in view tho establishment is a misnomer
and a mistake. No European opera house takes
tha', ntuuo without having a school connooted
with it. How the stockholders carried out
tliiH programme and fulfilled their pledgos to
tho Legislature and the public is well kaown.
They monopolized the l.-st seats in the bouse,
sat in judgment, over manager and artist, and
ruined company after company with the
utinos' aamj-froid. Commencing with the
jovial Hackett, who opened tho establishment
for the first time with Mario and Grisi on

October 2, 1854, and ending with Mare'z k
this winter, tbe chief* of the Academy have
thrown every obstacle in the path of
Italian opera. Tin / have now a chance to
redeem p:u»t follies bjr givinjup thoir resorvod
neat* to tho public, by encouriging and
materially assisting competent artists arid an

enterprising manager, and by carrying out the
original purpose of education and instruction
in art for which the Academy of Music wis

instituted. They must not relax their exertions
when they enter upon this contort with tho
West Knd ; tor Pike is a wily and dangerous
foe. Ho may advance a strong column of
operatic artist*, headed by Patti, or perhaps,
like General Fritz, in the "Grand Duchess," ho
may place tho two liundrc.1 and fifty heroes of
the Academy twrs dr. combat by using ammuni¬
tion from Irs numerous distilleries. Bourbon
m a terrible agent of destruction on tbe lyric
or dramatic stage; so that the Irving place
managers had bet^ir gnard against it in the
hands of their Western competitor. The quar¬
rel is a very protty one as it st inds, and may
lead to some good for poor, ill-trc.Ued Italian
opera. Wo hope, however, that the inauageia
on either aid will not let opera sink down
again to its former humiliating condition, and
that tbe public will never be obliged to ex¬

claim "A plagm o' both your houses 1" m vijw
of more failures.

ftli-xlro mid Moutli Amprlrn.

The peculiar revelations made in the Mexican
documents we published yesterday of the
relations between Mr. Ottorbourg and the
imperial authorities are not honorablo to our
State Department or to the way in which tbe
nation is represented in foreign countries.
Mr. Otterbourg appears in those documents as

a suitor and suppliant in the ante-room* of tbe
imperial palace.as representing that tbe
relations between the United Stat s and
Mexico depend upon Mr. Otterbourg's private
relations with the Secretary of the United
States Senate, and as vaguely intimaiinir that
these may depond upon a railroad concession
and the way in which the government might
dispose of it. He also appears as ono of that
infinite multitude of speculators whose " in¬
fluence witb the New York press" will enable
them to bo immensely useful to anybody who
may make it worth their while. Another of
these fellows came to tho snrfece a short time
since. in some other documents not creditable
to certain New York journals.in which it
was shown that all tho city journals were

tried, and it was found that tbe
llcfur.o would publish, " without p»y," nil
news; and that whatever was not
news it would not publish on any terms ;
while the other journals would publish any¬
thing, news or not, If paid for It. Plenty of
these speculator* are always coming to the
surface, and are quit* likely to bo found in
the offices of tho government ; but It does not
give a good idea of the principles that rnle in
high plactri when we find that ono of them can
be made* minister.

Doubtless Mr. Ottorbourg only moved with
the nv.rrent when, being in tho Mexican gamo,
ho fell to jobbery. There von a great many
ofuer jobs besides hie urged la Max's anto-
tooma Indeed, the Mexican empire and fee

(Mexican repnblio wen manes ofjobbery. TV
eery empire tooIf was Jeeker's Job la fee be-

. otaataf i aad trim Mm was MMUHrd t%Mt

capital be bought more of .©curing bis place
by jobs organized by spectators from the
United State* than he did ol" endeavoring to
bold it against the world by tlwse qualities
that bad caused a contemporary of the first
llapsburg to warn God Almighty «to "sit tirmly
on bis tbrone or Rudolpb would push bim
from It." Jobs were as rile about Juaret, and
doubtless still are, as they were about Max. It
has been tbe dabbling in sucb schemes .v<hat has
eaten the very heart out of Mexican i\ation-
ality. Tbere is no public virtue, no spirit of
patriotism either in leaders or people, and the
country and its wealth are only tbe prize in
tbe general scramble of jobbers. It is tta
same with the South American republics; and
this latest upsetting of order in Peru owe.) its
wholo motive power to the same corrupt sort
of speculation. One party is in tbe pay of
those whose interests will be served if the
Spanish party dominates ; the other iu tbe pay
of those whose intorosts require tbat the party
that sympathises with the South American
alliance should prevail. Tbe South American
alliance is the puppet of English merchants
and miners, who can make their fortunes all
the easier if the Spanish merchants are driven
out ; and tbe alliance is a grand cry to help
drive them out So itagoes. It is a game with
no more 1a it than what tbe mines and
trade ot the coast may yield ; and at the same
timo it furnishes as good a pretext as any
other for the#people to indulge in tho favorite
pastime of cutting each other's throats.

The Proportion to Make Contracts fur Gold
Payment* Valid.

It appears that certain parties are urging tbe
passage of a bill by Congress to make con¬

tracts in which gold payments are stipulated
valid. We see no objection why a merchant
should not sell huf goods or any man bis bouse
to be paid for in gold if tbe parties making
the bargain choose to agree upon that We are

not sure but this can be done uow even by
using the term "gold dollars;" but it is cer¬

tainly legal to sell a house or aoything else
lor so muob weight of *the precious metal.for
so many ounces or pounds of gold, for exam¬

ple.just as it would be to sell for a certain
weight of cotton or a certain number of bushels
of whoat We know what woight of gold is
worth a thousand dollars, and tho calculation
could bo made (o a lractiou. Gold, ia fact, is
weighed, and not counted, in all groat moneyed
institutions. It is supposed, perhaps, that such
a bill as wo refer to would belp us to cotne to

specie payments ; but we want no forcing pro¬
cess for t!iaU There is no necessity for such a

bill any way. Indeed, Congress should tic^t
legislate at ail about such matters or the cur¬

rency at present. Tho country is not in a con¬

dition for any suoli legislation, and Congrats
will have enough to do with political matters
ttll tbe dismembered republic bo restored and
the Presidential olection be over. These are

th» paramount questions.the first things in
order. Whon they are settled Congress con

turn its attention to other subject*.
;.

BOOK NOTICE.

Tiih Htuanukr in thk Titoi'toa. Quids Hook
for Cuba and (he Weat Indies.
Mr. Joha 8. Thraaher baa rendored i good service,

not only to a very large claim of our citizen*, but to
tourlela the world over, by preparing a capital guide to
Cuba and Ike Went India island*. We have had tn

year* part aa abundance of works on tiuta, *nabrn*tu(
the remitt of the exporieoce and observation* of a num¬

ber of loiterers in that pleasant quarter of the globe,
who have told us in an agreeable stylo of the menoer*

and custom* ef the pcop.e thev met, of their xtyle of
litisg and means of locomotion, but in such
a general way that no r><ally valuable specific
inform ttion eeuld be derived from all the nui of detail

by the reader who doaired to, know pro ;.ieiy how ue
could reach tlie Autillo.s, and at what oost. We nave

long needed suoh a work as "The Htrangor in tho

Tropica," whioh Mr. Thraahnr has fnramlied u*, and
now no one nieds to be longer in ignorance oi all the
facts which be seeks, »s well before he departs an ipou
bis arrival at nis destination, to make bis tour pleasant
and profitable '-The Hj-anger in the Trop.cs" is a full
snd ooroprebenalve guido to Hsvana and a coin

plete and autboriiative banJitook for travellers in

Cuba, l'orto Rico an 1 HI. Tiioiiim. It m very
carefully compiled from acknowle.lK'Vl authorities,
or from personal knowledge and observation, and
omhodios a van amount of just the pr«mge information
that a trave'ler, unfamiliar with tlie countries he visits,
would d Mie to tlnd in a conv intent little work ol tbe
kind. Ilie writer baa beon a resident of the "Bvor
Faithful Isle" f>r many yean and baa enjoyed rare op¬
portune os for iMthtring Urn best inlormauon possible
on everr nia'.ier lie tre.its, sad tins' fid gives his work
all tbe weight ol author:!/ which so many guides lack.
He aniridias in a vary pleasing and readable
way a choice fund of matter interesting to
the student of history, to tbe >i»altu-?eeking invalid
and to the bcs<ne>>s mau as well as te tbe mere loiterer
for pleasure ia the balmy tropic*. Tbe traveller Is Drat
told how tie may got to Cuba or the West iadios and tlie
eipcn»e of the transit, Then fee Is safely landed at
Havana a ud given a choice ef hotel* subsa<|iii)nily
the sights sud lion* of tbe city are cb>wn
him, and If he follows bis Intelligent guide
be will mlai nothing worthy of a pausing notice.

1 lie reaoer w ll aiao had in ilie guide e full description
of tue peculiar meaner of litlag la Havana, of iia vario.i
and deliglitl ji rncrnations aid sights, ue shops and their
cuniHult and a pleasant chapter glvoa us a clear gumpce
oi all ihst is picturewiue. pleasing and healthful in tue
vicinity which the tourist should visit, including the
watering plates, villas, ooffee and sugar piaautious sad
tobacco fields
The traveller over tlie island ef Cuba or Porto

Rico or M. 1 human will Otid hi Chapters devoted to
tboee points sll ths information be may wish on ra ans
oi roinmuoicstioa. oost and plaoas of latereet to visit
We thiuk Mr. rnrasher baa performed his tank in a
conscientious and thorough manner, and we doubt not
thai the work, which Is for sale by sll l»ooks< liars, will
have a deservedly large and aiteaded circulation.

AUEGE0 DOUBLE SWINOIE
Daring the past few months aumlters of merchants,

hankers and prominent citizens have received letters

notifying thsm of their haviag beea elected "Honorary
members of the New York Association for the ReaeOt
of tbe Poor," and informing them that .oroininl<atioos

might be addressed te ueorge R. Jpellman, Bible House,
ststion I>, New York. 1 a most caeee the parties thus
addressed would ret»ly by enclosing various Hums of
money to aseist the society <a Its good work, and would
la due time receive, ia turn, aa acknowledg¬
ment of their munificence, and the cheering
consolation that "Who fives to the poor, lends to
l/ord." and that "llread cast upon tbe waters will re-

1 turn after inaay days." But as no bread returned and
no evidences of aav assistaace having reached the poor
could bo found tbe donors became suspicious, and among

i others Mr. Rufoe Hatch, wbo had "cast" $100 "on the
watere," instituud tnuuiriee which led him te th nk
that be had been duped. ToeWtter was >riven nio ihe
bauds efdet rt ve Joseph ICusteie, of the l entr il Oflloe.
and he de erwined to sound and ascertain tbe d rectlon
of the current which bore the bread away. Donning
bis hat and coat and taking h>a station insids the omen
at sis; Ion D yweterday afternoon, Mr Kueiece determined
te watch for the maa who bad oast a spell on me chari¬
table tool union* of ao many He was not irtog m
guard when a smart 'notiag young rann. weariiu rye.
glssees aad looking jaitb solemn, appi.ed ror the letters
ror Mr. spellings, but oa seeing Mr Kaatscn he very
suddealy dropped bis glseees and made lor the door.
Mr. Kustace however, was eharplv' efier bun, and
.bad him secare iiefore he had gene many yards lie
asserted that he was aot Mr. itpellman. but tbat be
merely called for Spdlraan e lettesa Be was taken to
the Cenual office, aad there gave his name aa Ueorgw
Wilson, aad elated that Mr. ttpellmaa bad saUod fer
Califnrata aa tba lat of January (>o searching
him a number of papeis vara fouaU in ni« possession,
ea which wore IMts of prominent namna, many
of them marked off aa If tbey had beea
atteaded te A letter directed to Dr. Hroagbton, aad
aigaed X. R. Bteomingdale, was alco fooad ta his pea-
ceeeion. la tbe jam* handwriting ac were the letters
directed ta Mr. Hatch. Tbe letter rafbrrert to snatalaed
laMkrlea as ta the whereabout* of Mr. W. H. Obaaef
wie, Ibe letter ctaud, wsa a particular frteae of t*ft
.mac. WiMaa «cm toakad ap at Paliee Headquarter*,
.»d arm be tafew te Mm IMM Pdhaa v4ml% tMc ayfo.

r tea tat anaiMtfes.

tm ALABAMA CLAIMS.

#
fro® lbs London Stan lar J, Jan. 21. |

.

°,r "sblllty or non liability for the (lfy Jj of
o A abama is 4 sltnpls question of hi, depeudin< ou

plain matters of law and fact; we oaauot have q>ios; uti
0 po Icy aliugetlier extraneous imported into it. Il there

was no usg a. t of ,|m,y ia b#f 0grMS Wtt
not responsible, and no 00.,,deration of our prsv.ou.conduct can male. us ao. The consequence ot Intruding
.uy other matter into tba dlscumioa WuuM l0 V)l4aM
tba srbitrator's judgment and 4ep,ir, . of M f>|M M

. decision or tba critical polut-what ara the obligations
of neutrals in respect or ships purchased la their portaIf tba prior *uesiion-was England lawfmir neutral r _be mixed up with tbia. tba arbitrator'a verdict uvalnu
us would settle nothing aa to tba liebiluwa ofadmitted neutrality. Aud if Mr. Seward reaiir
wishes to introduce It it mu« ba bscauae ha leeistbat tils case it a weak 04a. tie might us wall.in¬
deed til* terms of bia proposition <lo.Include aa a
part of the reference tbe coiuplamta of our sxports of
arms to tba South which hgure iu tbe "correspondeaoaof the two governments. Will l.ord liobart nay that
wa should submit to arbitration the right of our mer-

c bants to carry on contraband trade at their own rlelc f
With Lord Hobart'a principal argument. that If we da
not viald we aball run tbe rule of a war with America.
wa may deal vary shortly. It do a not become Uugland
to concede auy tlnug to lureau wblch she would not yieM
to roasoa. And it would be especially unworthy ta
yield to such menaces aa those bold out by America*
orators and by American sympathizers here, that Anur-
icn will attack ua, not now, wbeu the alleged otleucs us
fresh, but at some future time, when we may find our-,
selves in difficulties; or that ahe will let tbe Pun tana
loose upon Canada. An American poet his give* u*
judgment upon the former species of bluster aa.

Most oopimooty the kind of talk
Of critters o»a' 1 be kiuked to toe the obslk.

And we can hardly think so III of America as to bslieva
the tbreata so mean -and so cowardly ro)tresont the feel-
log of a kindred nation. As ior the i'eniaus, we may bo
?«ry sure that a renewal or tbeir Canadian pirac es wiU
\n trMtod very differently Irom the lormer attempt, sod
that a lenity ao ill requited will uever be repealed. With
them, aa with any enemy, forelgu or domestic, open sc
secret, that may assail her, directly er iudlrectiy aid
and abet ber assailants, England will know bow to deal ;
and assuredly Will not modify ber polioy or lower her
tone in deference to threats which redact infamy on
those who uttor them.

[from London Times, January 21. J
the Alabama correspondence waj ostensibly closod ny

a despatch Irom Mr. Saward, dated November for¬
mally declining la>rrt .Stanley's pr<n>oeals. The Unite*
Status government will only submit to arbitration on
ooudiliou that our concession of belligerent rights shall
form part of ttio case for tbe arbitrator's decision. Uor
Majesty's government insist, ou the contrary, that aa
actual state of war shall be assuui d lo have existed,
and that, upon this assumption, the arbitrator i»haii
proceed to consider the claims 01' the United states to
compensation. Such being the respective attitudes of
the two governmen is, Lord liobart, in a tatter which
appeared in'our columns on Saturday, has undertaken
to advocate the American view, while "Illstorious," ia

a reply we published yesterday, dsfends the position
taken by l.ord Stanley. Tho question is one of such vast
importance, not ouiy iu its special bearing on our

present relations with tho llnitod S.a'-es, but also in Ita

general bearing ou the priucu<les *f inlornatioual
morality, that it calls lor a deliberate aud decided ex¬

pression ol public opinion. * * * I -oi. us now dis¬
miss all oousideralioua of this Ic.hd, aud usk our.olves
whetber, reasonable or unreasonable, au unconditional
roswrt lo arbitraiion should be accepted by Uroat
Britain There are two clavsoa of motivos wL oh must
be resolutely put aside Iwt'ore we can arrive at an/
sound conclusion on a question or uatiomil responsi¬
bility. On the oue hand, wo must rise abovo the bliud
msiiuc-s of pride and jealousy. lLcause the sentiment
01 lar^e classes iu this country was oulUlod 011 tit*
side ol the South, because tbe cIjuus of the United
Stales have hoju preferred In too peiomptory a toue,
or liecause thjy uavo not been preferred, ou uka
gronuds, against Krance also, it dues uol follow that
we should turn a deal cur to complaints.ev'.n to unr-a-
su/iab'4 compkiin!* ol our couduct in ret'ognl/.lng U>o
Conlederat<< S ates. Ou tuo otlu r lisuJ, we uiust bauisb
wita no less hi illness, not unmixed with indication,
those motives lo which l.ord llobart appeals wluiu be ro-

miads us that it is plaiuly iutimalod 111 the Alabama cor¬

respondent* tbat Iho lluitei States ^oV' rvuient -'may
now be obliged to conlorui its principles and policy to
llione wbicn It considers to ha>e heon lue principles aud
policy of this oounlr. during the American c.ivii war."
Tho answer of "Hutoricus " is hero a isoiutoly roaolu-
sive, supposing the demand of Mi Soward to be palpa¬
bly groundless ."If tho govanimeut 01 tbe tin led Slatoa
quarrel with ua ou tlio question or lue recognition of hai-
ligereut rights, it c<in only be bratu«* Ifity art d'Urtninrd
in ixny event to quarrel vith u." Happily Una
onclusion la doubly bypotlietioal, and wa ara

ty no means prepared to adopt oue of the hypo¬
theses wbicn can aloue render it meviuble. Wo do ro-

gsrd Mr. Siward'a demaud aa palpably groundless, but
are unwilling to lieliove that tile goveinmont aud un¬

able to believe that the peoplo of the United Stiioe ara
so far committed to it as to barbor tbe designs wuicfe
I«rd Hobart imputes to them. Il is natural thst Mr.
Soward, having ouce taken Ills stand ou an ontsnsbia
position, should adhere to it with more tenacity ttiaa
Lord Stanley did to thai ol Ins predecessor. We eaa
make allowances, too, for tbe pressure of political tii<
geuchis, ospscialiy at ths present crisis of America*
politics. < ousidsrisg theso circumstasces, ws venture
to couusel tbe utmost patienos and I orboarauco on ia*
part ol our (overnuioat, but wn are not prepared ta

o >nnsel submission whi-re submiwiion. lustsatl of pro-
inouug loconciliatiou, could ouly lower us ia tho eyes at
the American nation.

THE C.IBLE COWIECTIOI WITH GCRDK.

[From the Journal of I tit Telegraph, Fob. L.|
Wo have oxaminod the file* of tbe Now Yon paper*

to ascertain bow many Jay* during :.!ie eightee*
month* since tb« cable was laid perilous daily eipeMtag
Kuropeau now* bad beau disappointed 0/ tbo Uilegrapb.
The rocord is ad follows: .

During the Urtl Mi months, when tbe .iK-eeae af
the enterprise louud tbo land line* unprepared Tar
Ibis now and important humuets, there were thirty-
tbr«e day* on which tho Naw Yntrtr Hbkal*
failed to publish nets Ity tba oahe Of these four
ware ¦Sundays, there worn seven :lay* on whioh Ui*
ni*s not arnviog in tune Tor mo Naw Yxkh ilium.*
was puhl shod 111 llie Hrm%nf foU; teo l«y.i during
which the linea aoiuowhere linlwuen New York and the
tiu<l of tue cable at Heart's Conlent, uoarly two Ujm-
Hand miles tiy the route of the leiugrapb liuo, wera prow,
tra.od by lioavy wind or sleet aiorms; two dajra tba
H'eatuor Oaouuesx, winch at tbe flint con /eyed Ou*id«*«
scriiw the (lull or St. Iawtouco, w»m latauied ono day
the St. Ann's cabin was broken, and tbe remamuu atua

days not accounted for.
D'W.ug the oostHoo* oeiltng tw«:ve mouths thero wire

It it ten Jay* ou which the Nmv Yopk IIsuaLD jrihli lied
no cable new*, 01 thew one was uiiday four the
new 1 arrived too lato for lb* inoruinx i>ap«i but waa

published in the hvn ny Put'., three tlie tan 1 line* be-
t# on Now York and the dft'Oes were broken by never*

atorma, md two tba linea in Ireland wore broken bp
faaiana.

r in perfect working of tbe ocean rubles theeajelvea
l« compline anil wonderful. Nlit a nit.jte moment .wnce

tbu tobies were laid.July 27, IMtt. hits uonuiuuiuMla*
.croMK tbe Atlau'lO coa«xt
We I1.1 tbe dawiiin* of brighter achievoronnla whe*

an entire year's re ord shall show 110 interruption*. Par '

the taat t*e month* there bai uot heeu a sid*M day that
tbo morning paper* have not contained Uurepeaa newa .

01 tbe day previous.
Thii lino* winch connect New Yotk with tbo ti*r* of

the New York, Newfoundland ati>l Loudon (Join pan* M
flakier t>ove. t aoe liretnn, are al.o.i* eleven uuudred
in ile-< loog, and are worked dweot aad with a rapidity
never before attained. The other evenlag Mr. W. K. I
Kolilett, o|>eraior at Washington, nent to 1'lafeitar Oav* |
direct, a distance of over ibtrtefn hundred mito*. ninety--,
to n r m»«»agoM of twenty worda each WuUatt » va«ie.
hour, dropping copies at ,«*w York. Tbo message*,
were received by Mr. W. Sherman at l'l».i»ter Cera,
without once iBtornipting or req tiring rapMbtna. W«r
believe such a rale af iraUHDilMinn \nd rausptioa fejr
the Morse machinery to lie nnrquMled t? May \uiip*a»»
tin**, and up to the highest capacity ot our protattf .

printing appaiatua.
To per'sr.t thn (European connection the two tin* a

between New York and Metrt's t ontent Must ulutnat'f
be worked as one, even If one cotnpsty Is compel* >4
to swallow tlie other la aocotnpliab it ^'ba» duna,.««*
-nail feel that New York indeed sbakea hand* if .1*
(Europe
Nor nball we platlga ourietvea to b« roa»» eaMafledi 1 rtMl

evon tin- The ooumeroHU centres of tbo world « mat
he iinilrd In fact aa well wt in namet A single' itaab
must oonnert I motion and New York, witbaat <*iif rge-
tng even tbn man ipulat'ou of theiakiil'ii «>pce«4 >rs at
iJaai i's ( on ten 1.

GENEHAL NEWi ITEMS
Countarfolt $10 dollar Mils oa the Nalicss^i Market

Hank of New York ara id egrcuiaiiaa ia l>oa»«r»

Uetirgo C!arr, a otliteii. of K ingnion, tAiaada, a* Ui Ditto*
tuiaida reslerday by cnttiarg his thru.it

Kvberl P. Brtgga, one «f tho wi-^itlimMt 9,>rrn«r« of
Auburn, Mama, oontnuitftd autoide t>y Iwn/ ng lnm.etf
oa Sunday evening.
Jnrmniah Williama, of OaHbain. otntn tied

IntCide oa Sunday Iqat *iy hangitig hliaaeM in tbi cellar
of UN liouae Tbe l»>dy waa fomH byf.ba wife and
daugbMr of Uia decasMed ot> tbo r ratura. firom nh'troh.

A d'wipatnb from f*»n Kraaclsco a^» lb at owin* to the
in- rnasad demand the Central Vaotllu Itfiilroad Oompaof
have further advasced the price .»! ll»»|r linil mortgage
tion'Jji to par Mad. interest

Kigbtooo prteomor* escaped from ')tti at it j'naepi ,

«|i>., oa ^aiurdstv, by ovurpowennfi <lh . keepers !)er>r.»
the melee Um*ce Knh, a DreUinr erf the 1ho?1lT, was
kilted end oua of the prisoner* ee^ate y wouortnd.
The p»la(ie aar "tiny of Cblcafco," runtdJig <>n ib«

Cbicaiio, BurittiRion and Qnluoy KMIlroad. took tire ahout
twelve o'atock «n J*atarday utcbi in>ui ar: ixpi'Mioa tf

a Uerneene lamp 1 be oar waa Total If dealtaya*. Tba
paeaengar* aacaiwd witbeut iau.nry.
Tht»a *ar«e It* honaea belvutag in the Kniaieft»o«kar

lea Company, nuated oa the w«»t *tde of, limttna
river opp'isita. t'oughkeopaie, tell oa KrWty aigbi with
a laqn craah. Tbe bouse* were fllltd wofH ioa tb* graat
vai^bl an<1 presaare of which burst thvWi aanader rb*
dTioage sustained to untie heavy ,

the ateamar .tharmaa. from Ne# ,f)rle«o* for ClBcin.
qatt, ataa deatro|a4J>y Ira at Rv,b*«illa, lad., oa *na
day MeratDg. Bba bad previous f dmcbtrged «»«l at
Mr cargo, wbioh_oeooisUd of valuable |rocart«a N»
ll>a* 'veio 1oat. Tfca boaae a aaoay war* tared, Tao
MarMM waa swaadM iM^Mrg aod lam red ia Otoota-


